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Sunday   
22 January  
2012  

This is the deadline date for receipt of material for 
the February issue of The Window.    Magazines 
can be uplifted on Sunday 5th February.  

Date  Time   

Dec 4th 11.00 am Christmas Gift Service 

Dec 11th 11.00 am Communion 

 3.00  pm Afternoon Communion in BMH 

 6.30 pm Evening Communion in BMH 

Dec 18th 11.00 am Christmas Family Service 

Dec 25th 11.00 am Christmas Morning Service 

Jan 1st 11.00 am New Year Family Service 

Jan 8th 11.00 am Morning Worship 

 3.00 pm Afternoon Service in BMH 

Jan 15th 11.00 am Morning Worship 

Jan 22nd 11.00 am Morning Worship 

Jan 29th 11.00 am Morning Worship 

Feb 5th 11.00 am Morning Worship 

Feb 12th 11.00 am Morning Worship 

 3.00 pm Afternoon Service in BMH 

Church 
Sunday 
Services  

There is a 

crèche availa-
ble every 

Sunday. 

Transport is 

also offered 
each Sunday.   

Contact Nan 
Marshall on 

01259 722366 

if you require 
transport.  

Remember that we want to 
hear from YOU.  Articles may 
be handed to any member of 
the team or to the church    
office on a Tuesday or Friday 
morning (10 amð12 noon) or 
email to  
office@clackmannankirk.org 
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Dear Friends 
 

We are fast approaching what is a busy time for all of us ï Christmas and 

New Year.  You will see from the Diary on the middle pages, as well as 

other pages in this magazine just how busy this period is going to be for 

us as a congregation. 
 

No doubt, like our family, you will be busy writing your Christmas cards 

and letters, sending off the overseas ones.  You will be considering your 

Christmas Present list and trying to work out how much you can afford to 

spend.  You may also be thinking about how you intend to spend Christ-

mas Day and New Yearôs Day. 
 

This year both these days fall on a Sunday, so why not spend part of them 

in Church.  On Christmas Day we have a special Service, and you and 

your family are asked to bring along a special present or toy for ñShow 

and Tellò as we give thanks for Godôs goodness to us.  On New Yearôs 

Day we will be looking back over 2011, and forward to 2012, as we give 

thanks and pray for the days that lie ahead.  
 

At this time of year many Churches speak out about what has become a 

booming commercial event, with Christmas disguised under layers of tin-

sel, fairy lights and other decorations.  Some people outside the Church, 

and even some inside, will miss the point of the celebrations.  We live in a 

world where even the name Christmas has become a bad word, with those 

who proclaim political correctness preferring to call this special season, 

amongst other things, ñwinter festivalò, in the mistaken fear of offending 

those of other faiths.  There will also be some who speak out against the 

Church, saying that Christians hijacked what was a pagan celebration any-

way, so why should we complain. 
 

But the fact is that Church is the place to be at Christmas.  People (even 

those who do not attend at any other time) will find their way into a 

Church building at some point over the Christmas season.  Carol Services, 

Sunday-school Nativity plays, Christmas Eve Midnight Services, will see 

many people in Church who have otherwise little or no thought for Jesus.  

What a tremendous opportunity we have to introduce him to outsiders, 

and to encourage people to take a new and first step to faith. 
 

So why do people only come to Church at Christmas?  For many it may 

simply be part of what you do at Christmas, with no further thought than 



Page 4 The Window 

that.  But it might be that the birth of Jesus reveals a need in those who are 

not Christian; a need for hope in a faithless fallen world.  A need for a 

place where, at the end of the story ñthey all lived happily ever afterò 

might be true.  Is that not what God promises in His kingdom, and is it not 

the hope which Christians declare in the world. 
 

This season is a tremendous opportunity for the Church to present the gos-

pel to the man in the street ï an opportunity we donôt really have (or 

take!) at any other time of the year.  It is up to us to take hold of such op-

portunities.  Think of it in business terms ï we have a ready made and 

successful advertising campaign, and a considerable number of people 

will come to hear the sales presentation.  Now Iôm not at all suggesting 

that coming to faith in Christ is the same as buying a car, but we ought to 

be willing to project our faith, and show to the world that faith in Christ is 

something worth having. 
 

But the willingness of the people to receive and respond to our message 

depends on our own willingness to receive and respond to the message 

God has given to us.  We canôt expect others to believe what we donôt 

demonstrate. 
 

One of our Christmas carols has this verse ï 
 

ñHow silently, how silently 

the wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

the blessings of His heaven. 

No ear may hear His coming; 

but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive Him, still 

The dear Christ enters in.ò 
 

This year our Christmas theme is ñJesus, Godôs Greatest Giftò.  Have we 

accepted that wondrous gift yet?  How good are we at using ñthe blessings 

of his Heavenò?  We are surrounded by Godôs promises.  This Christmas 

may we have grace to receive the promise of a Saviour and then pass it 

on.  See you in Church this Christmas. 
 

Yours in His name 
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For reasons of personal confidentiality  

we cannot publish the contents of this article.  
in our web edition.  

We hope this does not spoil your enjoyment  
of this magazine.  

The Editorial Team  



Pause For Thought ðCan This be Christmas?  
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What's all this hectic rush and worry?  
Where go these crowds who run and curry?  
Why all the lightsðthe Christmas trees?  
The jolly "fat man"?  Tell me please! 

 
 Why, don't you know?  This is the day  

For parties and for fun and play;  
Whyð this is Christmas! 

  
So this is Christmas, do you say?  
But where is Christ this Christmas day?  
Has He been lost among the throng?  
His voice drowned out by empty song? 
 

No.  He's not hereðyou'll find Him where  
Some humble soul now kneels in prayer,  
Who knows the Christ of Christmas. 

 
But see the many aimless thousands  
Who gather on this Christmas Day,  
Whose hearts have never yet been opened,  
Or said to Him, "Come in to stay." 
 
In countless homes the candles burning,  
In countless hearts expectant yearning  
For gifts and presents, food and fun,  
And laughter till the day is done. 
 
But not a tear of grief or sorrow  
For Him so poor He had to borrow  
A crib, a colt, a boat, a bed  
Where He could lay His weary head. 
I 
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Iôm tired of all this empty celebration,  
Of feasting, drinking, recreation;  
I'll go instead to Calvary.  
 
And there I'll kneel with those who know  
The meaning of that manger low,  
And find the Christðthis Christmas. 
 
I leap by faith across the years  
To that great day when He appears 
The second time, to rule and reign,  
To end all sorrow, death, and pain. 
 
In endless bliss we then shall dwell  
With Him who saved our souls from hell,  
And worship Christðnot Christmas! 

Prayer Group 

A time to read and meditate briefly on the scriptures 
is provided every Wednesday evening at 8 pm in the 
Bruce Memorial Hall.  Please do consider coming 
along.   
 

If you know of someone who is ill, or would appreciate being 
remembered in prayer, please tell the Minister. 

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT ... CHILDREN  
 

You spend the first 2 years of their life teaching 

them to walk and talk.  Then you spend the next 16 

telling them to sit down and be quiet.  
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Session Jottings ðfrom Septemberôs Meeting 
 
The Pastoral Care Team are continuing to develop contacts with 
those who are in need of a friendly visit.  Several people have 
been visited in Hospitals and Care Homes.   Members of the 
Team are in conversation with the District Nurse to see if the 
service can be expanded to include members of the community. 
 
The Kirk Session were informed that Caroline Wilson was giving 
up as a teacher in the Sunday School and Julie Moorhouse was 
having to leave as a teacher in the Vision Group.   Both have 
received letters of thanks from the Kirk Session.  Several people 
have been approached to help and the situation in the Sunday 
School has improved.  However, the Vision Group desperately 
needs a teacher and a helper who can join a rota 
(approximately 1 month in 3).  If you can help, please give your 
name to the Minister, James Lindsay or Jim Millar. 
 
The stewardship report indicated that there had been a poor  
response from the congregation to the request to review their 
giving.  Approximately, only one-third of the congregation had 
responded but the majority who had responded have indicated 
that they will increase their giving.  A second response sheet 
was issued with the September Window and we will have to 
wait and see if more members will respond this time.  
 
The Kirk Session agreed that a Thrift Shop could be set up in 
the Town Hall.  Details of the venture were in a previous Win-
dow and all homes in Clackmannan received a leaflet advertising 
the event. 
 
The World Concern Group is currently exploring the opportuni-
ties offered by Twinning with another church abroad.  A church 
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profile has been prepared and will be forwarded to ó121ô so that 
a potential twinning church can be identified.  The Vision Aid 
programme was very successful with over 500 pairs of specta-
cles being forwarded to recipients in Africa.  Future projects 
that were agreed at the meeting were:  Souper Sunday, Tools 
for Self Reliance and the 90kg Rice Challenge. 
 
The Kirk Session was visited by a representative from Stirling 
Presbytery who gave a presentation on what the Presbytery is 
proposing to do to meet the problems faced by the church with 
regard to its future and to its ministry in the light of proposed 
cuts in manpower.  Our Vision ï Our Journey, is their proposal 
on how to address the future problems faced by the churches 
in the Presbytery.  A leaflet was distributed to all elders with 3 
questions that should be considered by the Kirk Session.  Pres-
bytery representatives will return early in 2012 to consider how 
Clackmannan Kirk Session has responded to the questions. 
 
Jim Millar 
Session Clerk 

STEWARDSHIP 

 

At the General Assembly 2011 a deliverance was issued instructing congrega-

tions to carry out a rolling programme of stewardship.  Office bearers from the 

church attended a conference which included representatives from all the 

churches in Stirling Presbytery where Gordon Jamieson, convenor of the Stew-

ardship and Finance Department, addressed the audience on the above matter.  

All churches are instructed to carry out stewardship over a rolling 3 year pro-

gramme on the topics of time, talents and money (one topic per year)  The leaf-

let issued with this magazine should help explain the process and we hope that 

the congregation will support our stewardship efforts in the coming years. 
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THE GUILD  

 

The Guild meets at 7.30 pm each Monday in the Church 

Hallñwe hope to see you there. 

 

DECEMBER 2011 

 

5th December      Songs of Praise 

12th December    Christmas Meal ñ Please bring a small gift (£3) 

 

JANUARY  2012  

 

9th January            Diane McKenzie  ñ  Class Cuisine 

16th January          The Dolly Mixtures ñ Music! Music! Music! 

23rd January          Jim Taylor ñ New Struan 
30th January          Mrs Rintoul ñ  Country Dancers 

BLYTHSWOOD SHOE BOX APPEAL 
 

On behalf of the Guild, I want to thank all those who kindly donat-

ed filled shoe boxes, beautifully covered in Christmas paper, to the 

Blythswood Christmas  Shoe Box Appeal. Seventy-two boxes were 

despatched.  They will bring much pleasure to the men, women, 

children and babies who receive them. 
 

Margaret MacPhie 

TRAIDCRAFT  
 

A big thank you to everyone who supported the ñOpen Dayò for Traidcraft at 
our house last week and helped to make it a great successðby coming along 

and buying and ordering Fairtrade goods, by providing lovely home baking 

and by serving teas and coffees.  The goods sold amounted to £741.30 and 
orders will take the grand total to over £1,000.  

 
Meg Young  
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CLACKMANNAN PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Charitable Events 
 

We continue to support international, national 

and local charities.  We took part in Children in 

Need on Friday, 18th November.  We had a òdress 

down dayó with a spotty theme!  As always, many 

thanks to those who supported this event. 
 

Open Afternoon and Scots Event 
 

These events allow us an opportunity to share what we do with the 

wider school community.  Our open afternoon gives parents and 

carers an opportunity to find out a little bit more about the learning 

journey our pupils have been on since the start of the school ses-

sion.  The Scots Event is an annual celebration with our local senior 

citizens.  It takes place on 23rd November and the Clackmannan 

Society is supporting us this year. 
 

Christmas 
 

Our P3 classes will be keeping us entertained with the nativity 

again this year.  òBusy, Busy Bethlehemó takes place on Thursday, 

15 th December.  The whole school is also looking forward to attend-

ing the pantomime at the MacRobert Arts Centre on 29th November.  

This event is always an enjoyable outing for staff and pupils alike. 

We are also again supporting the Clackmannan Parish Church of 

Scotland Festival of Christmas.  The theme this year is ôThe Giftõ.  

Miss Dunn and P6/7 will be decorating the tree on behalf of the 

school. 
 

Clackmannan Primary School wishes everyone a Merry Christmas 

and a very Happy New Year.  We look forward to continuing to work 

alongside and support the local community in the new year. 
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Sunday 4th December  
Christmas Gift Service 11.00 am 

We invite you to buy an extra Christmas present and donate 
it to Alloa Womenôs Aid. We will be collecting and dedicating 
these gifts at this special Service.   
 

Thursday 8th ï Saturday 10th December 
Festival of Christmas 

Thursday 10.00 am ï 9.00 pm,  
Friday 10.00 am ï 9.00 pm,  

Saturday 10.00 am ï 7.30 pm) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 11th December 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion  

11am, 3pm (BMH), and 6.30pm (BMH) 
 

Sunday 18th December  
Christmas Family Service 11.00 am  

Come and share in this special Christmas Service led by the young people of our con-
gregation.  Our Sunday-school will be performing ñWhoops-a-daisy Angelò 

 

Thursday 22nd December  
Clackmannan School End of Term Service 9.40 am  

All are welcome to come and share in this special service to mark the end of term. 

Christmas Dates for Your Diary  
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Saturday 24th December (Christmas Eve)  
Christingle Service 6.30 pm 

This popular Service celebrates the coming of Christ the Saviour into the world.   
 

Midnight Service 11.15 pm 
Come and join us as we welcome Christmas 2011 with a service of worship that will 

end just after midnight.  Coffee/tea and mince pies will be serve afterwards. 
  

Sunday 25th December (Christmas Day) 
Christmas Morning Service 11.00 am 

a service for all the family, new toys and gifts are welcome 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 31st December  
Hogmanay Songs of Praise 6.30 pm (BMH) 

A short service to help us reflect on the year that has passed, with favourite hymns.  
 

Sunday 1st January 2012 
New Year Family Service 11.00 am 

We look back on the year that has passed, and forward to 2012. 

Christmas Dates for Your Diary  
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The following ñconfessionò was written by an American television 
actor, writer and columnist ðBen Stein 
 

Apparently the White House referred to Christmas Trees as Holiday Trees 

for the first time this year which may have prompted this confession. 

 

My confession: 
 

I am a Jew, and every single one of my ancestors was Jewish.  It does not 

bother me even a little it when people call those beautiful lit up, bejew-

elled trees, Christmas trees.  I donõt feel threatened. I donõt feel discrimi-

nated against. Thatõs what they are, Christmas trees. 
 

It doesn't bother me a bit when people say, òMerry Christmasó to me.  I 

donõt think they are slighting me or getting ready put me in a ghetto.  In 

fact, I kind of like it.  It shows that we are all brothers and sisters cele-

brating this happy time of year.  It doesnõt bother me at all that there is a 

manger scene on display at a key intersection near my beach house in 

Malibu.  If people want a cr¯che, itõs fine with me as is the Menorah a 

few hundred yards away. 
 

I donõt like getting pushed around for being a Jew, and I donõt think Chris-

tians like being pushed around for being Christians.  I think people who 

believe in God are sick and tired of getting pushed around, period.  I 

have no idea where the concept came from, that America is an explicitly 

atheist country.  I canõt find it in the Constitution and I donõt like it being 

shoved down my throat. 
 

Or maybe I can put it another way:  where did the idea come from that 

we should worship celebrities and we arenõt allowed to worship God as 

we understand him?  I guess thatõs  a sign that Iõm getting old, too.  But 

there are a lot of us who are wondering where these celebrities came 

from and where the America we knew went to. 

ñoOoñ 
 

In light of the many jokes we send to one another for a laugh, this is a 

little different:  This is not intended to be a joke; itõs not funny, itõs intend-

ed to get you thinking. 
 

Funny how simple it is for people to trash God and then wonder why the 

worldõs going to hell.  Funny how we believe what the newspapers say 
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but question what the Bible says.  Funny how lewd, crude, vulgar and 

obscene articles pass freely through cyberspace but public discussion of 

God is suppressed in the school and workplace. 
 

Funny how we can be more worried about what other people think of us 

than what God thinks of us. 
 

Are you laughing yet? 

FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS 
 

This takes place on  
 

Thursday 8th December 10 am to 9 pm  
Friday 9th December 10 am to 9 pm  

Saturday 10th December from 10 am to 7 pm  
 

with carols to close the Festival on Saturday 10th December 
from 7.00 -7.30 pm.  

 

During these 3 days we will have lots of entertainment:  
 

Thursday evening  - Brass Band Ensemble 
Friday evening  - Our own Church Choir 
Saturday afternoon  - Our own Church Musical Players 
Saturday evening  - Carols 

 

Entry to the Festival is by donation and refreshments are available within 

the Church. Come and enjoy a mince pie and shortbread along with your 
tea or coffee.  
 

Disabled access is via the back entrance - please ask for assistance. 
 

There will be a variety of goods for sale, ie pens, key -rings, hand made 

cards, calendars, jewellery, paintings, knitted goods, sweets, candles, 
etc. 
 

All the lit Christmas trees and displays, in the Church setting, create a 

lovely welcoming atmosphere. This is an event not to be missed.  See 
the beautiful displays created by groups within the community and local 

businesses and give your support. Come along with your family and 
friends. 
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Getting to know ñoor ain folkò ð an interview 
with  Lysbeth Fleming  

When is your birthday? 
 

29th October 
 

Where were you born? 

 

Bathgate, West Lothian 
 

Where were you educated? 
 

Bridgend Infant School and  Bathgate Academy. 
 

What jobs have you had? 
 

I was in the most fortunate position, in that, thanks to my Minister I 
was offered a job (a most unusual occurrence these days) and left 
school to join staff of the local National Bank.  I worked there until 
Robert and I were married in 1958.  While we lived in Lancashire I as-
sisted in the office of the St Anne's on Sea Woolworth store.  
 

Do you have a favourite location? 
 

This is a difficult one.  I have been lucky to have visited many beautiful 
holiday locations, including memorable visits to South Africa.  All could 
be favourites, however the sight of our majestic Ochil Hills gives a 
wonderful feeling of the security of returning home. 
 

How do you spend your time with family/friends? 
 

Having moved home 8 times in the course of Robertôs business ca-
reer, it was a great blessing that on coming to Clackmannan, our lives 
were enriched by the birth of our grandsons in Falkirk.  Very many 
happy times have been spent with them, from exploring places of his-
torical and natural interest to enjoying the simple pleasures such as 
ñscuffing the leavesò in Kennet Woods.  I greatly value the true friend-
ships I have made, particularly in Clackmannan Church. 
 

What do you do in your spare time? 
 

I thoroughly enjoy choral singing and have always joined  choirs wher-
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ever we have lived.  I have sung with the Clackmannanshire Choral 
Society for 10 years.  Another pleasure is being a member of our 
Church Walking Group where we take to the countryside and hills 
each month and visit the most glorious scenery with good compan-
ions.  My home hobby is needlework, particularly cross-stitch.  I am 
also a member of the Clackmannan Society. 
 

What do you do in Clackmannan Church? 
 

I am a district elder, member of the Congregational Board Finance 
Committee and convener of the Freewill Offering Scheme. 
 

What does your Christian Faith mean to you? 
 

Referring back to my hill walks with friends, I never cease to be re-
minded of the quotation from Job which reads, óStand still and consid-
er the wondrous works of Godô.  I experience this love and blessings 
in so many ways and am thankful to my parents for such a Christian 
example in early years. 
 

What do you think we need in Clackmannan? 
 

I would like to see more enthusiasm and less apathy. 
 

Is there anything else you think that the family of Clackmannan 
Parish Church should know about you? 
 

I think there is an obvious answer to this one! - I am a golf widow! 

Thank you Lysbeth for taking time out to share  your thoughts with us. 

Save your stamps! 
 

Please remember to save the stamps from your 

Christmas mail ð just make sure that you cut 

them off the envelopes with a good border 

round them.  There will be a box in the church 

vestibule to put them in. 
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THANK YOU é 
 

Jim and I would like to thank our Church family for the beautiful floral 
arrangement by Elspeth, delivered by Anne Dawson, on 
the occasion of our Golden Wedding Anniversary.  Also 
many thanks for all the cards we received. 
 

Aileen and Jim Birrell 
 

May Wilson would like to thank everyone for their good 

wishes, prayers and cards she received during her recent 

operation. 
 

Mary Millar and Aileen Birrell would like to thank Primrose Bennett for the    
donations of yarn to make into scarves and for selling hand-made jewellery in 
her shop in Alloa ñ both sold in aid of church funds.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS ...  
 

To Don and Betty Cameron on the arrival of 
their new grandson Ruairi. 

ATTENTION ALL ON-LINE CHRISTMAS SHOPPERS 
 

This is a reminder to all who use the  òOnline Shopping 
Malló that the web address has changed to:ñ  

 

www.spendandraise.com/clackmannankirk 
 

There are more retailers than ever available so there could 
be something for everyone and as we can 
earn commission from any purchases 
bought we would urge you to have a look 
in the comfort of your own home. 

 


